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Election/Restriction 

1 . Claims 53, 84 and 106 are generic and allowable. Accordingly, the restriction 
requirement as to the encompassed species is hereby withdrawn and claims 79 - 81 , 
103-105 and 123 - 125, directed to the non-elected species are no longer withdrawn 
from consideration since all of the claims to this species depend from or otherwise 
include each of the limitations of an allowed generic claim. 

In view of the above noted withdrawal of the restriction requirement as to the 
linked species, applicant(s) are advised that if any claim(s) depending from or including 
all the limitations of the allowable generic linking claim(s) be presented in a continuation 
or divisional application, such claims may be subject to provisional statutory and/or 
nonstatutory double patenting rejections over the claims of the instant application. 
Once a restriction requirement is withdrawn, the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 121 are no 
longer applicable. See In re Ziegler, 44 F.2d 1211, 1215, 170 USPQ 129, 131-32 
(CCPA 1 971 ). See also MPEP § 804.01 . 



Examiner's Amendment 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

3. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Douglas Swartz on July 22, 2004. 
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The application has been amended as follows: 

• The abstract has been amended as follows: after last line: the phrase: 
"J:\3123\-297\CLEAN\patent application.dws.frm" has been deleted. 

• Claim 53, last line: after "location", the following phrase was inserted: "and the 
underlayer has a thickness that decreases from an inner radial location of the 
disk to an outer radial location of the disk"; 

• Claim 63, line 1 : "53" was changed to "54"; 

• Claim 64 was cancelled; 

• Claim 66, line 1 : "53" was changed to "54"; 

• Claim 84, line 2: "and" was deleted; 

o Line 4: "inner" was replaced with "innermost"; 
o Line 5: "outer" was replaced with "outermost"; 

o Last line: after "location", the following phrase was inserted: "; and (c) a 
protective layer located above the information layer"; 

• Claim 106, line 4: between "first" and "radial", the word "innermost" was 
inserted; 

o Line 5: the phrase ", different" was replaced with "outermost"; 

• Claim 113 was deleted; 

• Claim 1 14, line 1 : "1 1 3" was replaced with "1 06"; 

• Claim 1 1 5, line 1 : "1 1 3" was replaced with "1 06"; 

• Claim 1 16, line 1: "113" was replaced with "106"; 

• Claim 1 1 8 was deleted; 
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• Claim 119, line 1 : "1 1 8" was replaced with "1 06"; 

• Claim 123, line 1: "107" was replaced with "108"; 

• Claim 1 24, line 1 : "1 07" was replaced with "1 08"; 

• Claim 125, line 1: "107" was replaced with "108"; 

• Claim 1 26, line 1 : "53" was replaced with "54"; 

• Claims 127 and 128 were cancelled; 

• Claim 134, line 5: before "first radial", the word "the" was replaced with "a"; 

o Lines 5-6: before "second radial", the word "the" was replaced with 

"a"; 

• Claim 1 35, line 4: before "first inner", the word "the" was replaced with "a"; 

o Line 5, before "second outer", the word "the" was replaced with "a". 

Reasons for Allowance 

4. The present claims are deemed allowable over the references of record since the 
references of record fail to disclose or render obvious the claimed combinations of 
variation in properties and/or underlayer plus magnetic layer thickness values. 

While the prior art of record disclose magnetic layers and underlayers varying in 
thickness, as well as properties which vary radially, the prior art of record fail to teach or 
render obvious any of the following claimed combinations: 

• the combination of two recording parameters which vary inversely radially 
outward and an underlayer which has a thickness that decreases radially 
outward; 
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• the combination of an information layer which has a thickness which 
increases radially outward and an underlayer which decreases radially 
outward; or 

• the combination of a coercivity which decreases from an innermost radial 
location to an outermost radial location with a magnetic moment that 
increases from an innermost radial location to an outermost radial location. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin M Bernatz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1505. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Thibodeau can be reached on (571) 272-1516. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Kevin M. Bernatz, PhD 
Primary Examiner 



July 23, 2004 



